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COKEESPONDENCE BETWEEN WILLIAM STEAHAN 
AND DAVID HALL, 1763-1777. 

(Concluded from page 122.) 

London February 10, 1772. 
Dear Davie 

I wrote to you the first Day of this Tear. . . . 

The Business of Parliament goes on, as I expected it would, 
exceeding smoothly. There was not so much as a Word 
offered in either House against the King's Speech. The 
Commons have voted 25000 Seamen for the ensuing Year, 
without a Division. Every thing else is carrying on without 
Opposition ; occasioned in a good Measure from the Doors of 
both Houses being shut against all Strangers whatever ; so 
that the Patriots having no body to declaim to, are quite 
tired out, and seldom give their Attendance. Lord Temple, 
I am assured, and Lord Chatham, I am told, will neither of 
them enter the House this Session. Lord Camden seems to 
lye entirely quiet. In the City we have an excellent Chief 
Magistrate, by which means, and by the Divisions among 
themselves, the Patriots there are kept under. Even Junius 
has now fairly written himself down. This exceedingly fac- 
tious "Writer (who is still concealed) seems to point his Ma- 
levolence chiefly against the King, the Duke of Grafton, 
and Lord Mansfield, his last Letter to whom is universally 
decried as frivolous and groundless in the highest Degree. — 
We are, at length, I hope, after a violent and tedious Hurri- 
cane, on the Eve of as long a Calm in Politicks. Indeed I 
can see nothing to prevent it. Lord North goes on calmly, 
steadily, and firmly ; and as his Hands are strengthened by 
the full Confidence of his Master, who delegates to him the 
Powers necessary to his serving him with Effect, I really be- 
lieve our domestic Cover ment will acquire some Stability, 
and of course our Repufc don with foreign States will soon 
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be restored to that Standard to which our Strength, Riches 
and Consideration so justly entitle us. 

Last Saturday at 6 in the Morning the Princess Dowager 
breathed her last. She had suffered much, and with great 
Resignation, under a tedious Illness. Both their Majesties, 
and the Princess of Brunswick were the whole Night in the 
House with her, without going to Bed; and after she ex- 
pired, the King staid till Lord Boston came, to whom, and 
to the other Servants, he gave the necessary Orders. — She is 
now in a State far superior to Mortal Praise or Blame; 
where the lying and malignant Voice of Faction cannot 
reach her, but I must needs say, never was a more amiable, 
a more innocent, or a more universally benevolent Princess, 
which many who were supported by her numerous, but 
secretly dispensed Charities well know, and must now de- 
plore. That she interfered in the Politicks of this Country, 
and influenced the King in Affairs of State, I may say, to 
my own certain Knowlege, was utterly void of Foundation. 
You may think this is bold, after the repeated Assertions 
that have been published again and again to the contrary, 
with all the Bitterness and Malevolence and Virulence that 
violent Party Spirit could dictate. Among many other 
Proofs which I could bring of this, I shall only mention one, 
which carries Conviction, I think, along with it. — Her late 
Husband, Prince Frederic, died greatly indebted to many 
private People, for pecuniary Assistance, and other Services. 
These Obligations she continued to discharge to the utmost 
of her Power out of her own Income, which certainly was 
the best and most convincing Proof of her Disposition to 
serve them ; and yet there is hardly a single Instance of her 
procuring any thing for any of them from the King. — This, 
surely, if she had had the Influence she was supposed to 
have, could not have been the Case. — How precarious is all 
sublunary Happiness ! I remember her universally beloved, 
as our good Queen now is. She was the very Idol of the 
People of England : — And without any Blame on her Part, 
she has lived to lose the best of Husbands, to outlive several 
of her Children, to see another marry most indiscreetly, 
Vol. xii.— 16 
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another struggling under a dangerous Illness, another a 
Prisoner in a distant Kingdom, and another married to a 
Man that disregards her. Overwhelmed with these accumu- 
lated Misfortunes, and struggling with hodily Distemper, 
Heaven, as a Reward for her pure and blameless Conduct 
through Life, hath seasonably delivered her from the Sor- 
rows of this Mortal State to where the Wicked cease from 
troubling, and where the Weary are at rest. 

The petition against the 39 Articles was heard in the 
House of Commons last Thursday, and rejected by a great 
Majority, as was universally expected. — I recollect nothing 
more to write you. With Difficulty have I found time to 
write thus far ; not without encroaching on the Hours gen- 
erally spent in sleep. We are all pretty well just now, and 
desire to be cordially remembered to M". Hall and your 
young Folks. 

I am ever 
Dear Davie 
Most affectionately yours 
Will: Strahan. 

London Octf. 7, 1772. 
Dear Davie 

Since my last of August 31"' I have only a few Lines 
from you. . . . 

With regard to public Affairs, I have not much to 
trouble you with. The India Company are determined 
upon sending out Supervisors. They were named yester- 
day, and are Six in Number, to be joined by three already 
there. Mean while, they, with five Millions worth of Goods 
in their Warehouses, which cannot be brought to Market 
soon but at an immense Loss, are in want of present Money, 
which if they cannot raise they must lower their Dividends, 
and contract their Trade. In this Situation they have ap- 
plied to the Ministry for their Advice and Assistance. Two 
Methods are talked of; one, to apply to Parliament, for a 
Renewal of their Charter and an Increase of their Capital ; 
the other, for Leave to borrow an additional Million on 
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their Bonds. — Great Difficulties stand in the way of either 
of these Expedients, so I cannot say which, or if either of 
them will take place. It is possible, however, that this may, 
among other Things, occasion the Par*, to assemble before 
Christmas. 

The Convention between the Turks and Russians is un- 
happily broke off, and they are both preparing to renew 
Hostilities. If they remain long in this State, other Powers 
will every now and then join one Side or the other, and the 
War may insensibly become general, than which nothing is 
more to be dreaded. — The State of Poland, the late Revolu- 
tion in Sweden, the Rapacity of the King of Prussia, ever 
ready to encroach on his Neighbours, all weigh in the Scale, 
to damp our Hopes of remaining long in perfect Tranquillity. 
But I still hope these Pears may be groundless. 

Yesterday on the Conclusion of the Pole for Mayor> 
"Wilkes found means to procure a Majority, and the Sheriffs 
will return him and Townsend, to the Court of Aldermen 
to-morrow. The Numbers were 

For Wilkes 2301 
Townsend 2278 
Hallifax 2126 
Shakespear 1912 

But as many are known to have polled twice, and many 
more to have presumed to have personated Livery men who 
being now at a Distance could not pole ; a Scrutiny will be 
demanded, which I am persuaded will greatly reduce his 
Numbers, and eventually defeat him. Tho' for my own 
part, I see no great Harm can arise from their permitting 
him to have his Frolick out. The Disgrace that it would 
entail upon the City, and the Affront thereby offered to our 
Sovereign ; in having such a Miscreant raised to that high 
Office, in which he may now and then thrust himself into 
his Presence, are the only disagreeable Circumstances that 
can attend his Success. By next Mail this must be decided 
one Way or other. 
The Removal of Lord Hillsborough, as I observed to you 
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in my last, is attended with no other Alteration in the Min- 
istry. He is entirely forgot already. — That he meditates any 
farther Opposition to the Settlement of the New Colony, as 
a few of his Dependents without the least Foundation, in- 
sinuate, I am certain is groundless. — But if he attempts it, 
I will venture to pronounce, that all his Endeavours will he 
fruitless. The Scheme will be carried into Execution, with- 
out Delay, in spite of any little Obstructions he may vainly 
throw in the Way. . . . 

I remain, with wonted Esteem and Regard, 
Dear Davie 

Your faithful and affectionate 

"Will: Strahan. 

London November 4, 1772. 
Dear Davie 

I wrote to you the 7 th of Oct* by the last Packett. 

"Wilkes, you see, is defeated in his Attempt to obtain the 
Mayoralty ; and I have Reason to think he ever will be ; as 
some of the most respectable among his own Party have 
contracted, for very good Reasons, a great Aversion to him, 
and begin to see through his artful Manoeuvres, which are 
purely selfish, and tend to promote a general Confusion, 
that he may get something for himself in the Scramble. — 
But of this Man, I need say no more. If you read our 
Newspapers, you will find enough, and more than enough, 
on so unworthy a Subject. 

The Parliament, you see, as I conjectured in my last, as- 
sembles the 26 th of this Month, in order to take into Con- 
sideration the State of the India Company. The Ministry 
have already rejected the Propositions they made for en- 
creasing their Capital, or borrowing money on Bonds, as 
totally inadmissible, and with great Justice. So they must 
lower their Dividends, and contract many useless Expences, 
and then they may soon be on a good Footing again. I was 
at their General Court last Thursday, when the Directors 
made their Report of the Supervisors. — Some spoke against 
the Measure of Supervisors altogether ; some for the Neces- 
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sity and Utility of it ; all, against electing the Majority of 
the Supervisors from among the Directors. — M r Dempster's 
Speech on this Head was, with Justice, much applauded. 
He observed, that a Variety of Military ; Legal, and Civil 
Talents were requisite for the proper Discharge of so very 
important a trust, (the greatest that had ever been com- 
mitted to Subjects) which, without derogating from the 
Abilities of the Gentlemen nominated by his Brethren of 
the Court of Directors, could not be expected to be found 
among them. In conclusion, it was agreed, that the Form 
of the Commission under which they were to act should 
be printed, and taken into further Consideration that Day 
forthnight; postponing for the present the Nomination of the 
Supervisors, and of the Instructions to be given them. "We 
shall now soon see how the Parliament takes this Matter 
up; it being allowed on all hands that the Company are 
unequal to the Management of their great territorial Acqui- 
sitions, and cannot fall upon Methods to check the Rapacity 
of their Servants at so immense a Distance. 

Nothing else occurs to me worth communicating. The 
present Ministry not only stand their Ground, but gather 
Strength every Day ; so that a Change is apparently at a 
great Distance. — Lord North acts his Part very well. 
Spirited, firm, and cool in his Operations. Neither fool- 
hardy nor over-cautious, he proceeds in a way in general 
unexceptionable, and often praise-worthy. And his private 
Character is without Blemish. 'Tother Day he was unani- 
mously elected Chancellor of the University of Oxford ; an 
Honour very rarely, if ever before, conferred on the Prime 
Minister. In short, from every Quarter it is apparent that 
the People are, in general, well satisfied with our present 
Rulers, and are duly sensible of the many Blessings peculiar 
to this Country. The Discontents and Scurrility with which 
our Newspapers are constantly filled, exist only in them, and 
are the Productions of a few profligate Individuals. You 
must therefore, in considering the present State and Temper 
of this Nation, put them entirely out of the Question, other- 
wise you will be led to make a very erroneous Estimate of 
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the Times. — I had almost forgot to ohserve to you, that in 
Scotland, the folly of the Directors of the Douglas Bank, 
and the prevailing Luxury of the People there, are likely to 
be productive of very great Distress both to Individuals, as 
well as to the Kingdom in general. Many have failed, and 
many more are expected to give way; and the "Want of 
Money is universal. I hope our Countrymen will profit by 
their Misfortunes, and learn to keep their Expences within 
their real, not their imaginary, Abilities. — Both there and 
here the Prices of every Necessary of Life are nearly double 
what they were when you left Britain. 

My Family are as usual, and join me in every good "Wish 
to you and yours. I remain unalterably 
Dear Davie 

Your faithful and affectionate 

Will: Strahan. 
Dear Davie 

As I have had no Letter from you since yours of Aug"* 
4 th and there is no News to transmit to you, but what is 
sufficiently public, I should hardly have troubled you just 
now, were I not unwilling to let a Packet sail, during the 
Sitting of Parliament without dropping you a few Lines, to 
let you know, at least, that I have nothing material to say. 

The House of Commons, you see, have entered upon 
India Affairs without delay ; and their Situation will now be 
probed to the Bottom. It is already sufficiently apparent, 
that there have been great Abuses as well at home as abroad. 
Those few of the Directors who were in the Secret, have 
been extremely culpable, and have wantonly sported with 
the true Interests of the Proprietors, holding out false 
Lights to the Unwary, and representing the Circumstances 
of the Company to be very different from what they now 
appear to be. But the greatest Part of them were actually 
kept in a State of Ignorance ; and tho' their Indolence and 
Inactivity be justly reprehensible, they do not seem to have 
been intentionally guilty of any Deceit. The Object of this 
Enquiry is of great Consequence to the State ; but much less 
so in regard to the £400,000 agreed to be paid Annually, 
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than to the immense Sum they pay to the Revenue for 
Duties, which makes one great Source of the National In- 
come. I see plainly it will take the hest part of this Session 
before it is finished ; but they must necessarily come to some 
Resolution about the Dividend due at Christmas, before 
they break up for the Holidays. My Opinion is, that it will 
be fixed at Six IjjJ Cent. And in order to disencumber them 
from their large Debts, which are more likely, even with this 
low Dividend, to encrease than diminish, they will possibly 
be permitted to encrease their Capital One Million, which 
will fully answer their purpose. But this, nor anything, 
will effectually restore them, unless great Reformations take 
place in Bengal, and due Attention be paid to the necessary 
Savings at home. One capital Error, they have unhappily 
fallen into ; and that is, keeping up too large an Establishment 
of Troops in times of Peace. This naturally tended to alarm 
the Country Powers, and made them increase their Troops 
in Proportion, so that a large Army there has now become 
unavoidable, which now costs the Company, with contingent 
Expences, not liable to Restriction, an immense Sum Yearly, 
so as nearly to exhaust their territorial Revenues. Were 
these, however, put under proper Management, they would 
still become a Source of Wealth and Opulence to the British 
Empire. I have dwelt the longer upon this Subject, which 
may perhaps little engage Attention with you ; both because 
it is really of general Concern, and because it is the only 
Topic of Politicks now in Agitation : For every thing else 
goes on very smoothly. No Change in the Ministry so 
much as thought of; the Opposition having gradually 
melted away; nor do I foresee any considerable Debate 
likely to take place this Session. Abroad, you see, all ia 
Peace with respect to us. The Dismembering of Poland 
does not interest us ; and the Turks and Russians are both 
seriously disposed to terminate their Disputes. — And to 
crown all, Prance is in a very debilitated State, loves Peace, 
dreads "War ; and, of course, hath not, for Centuries past, 
been so cordially disposed to be upon a friendly Footing 
with us. — If, therefore, nothing should occur to overcast 
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this fair Prospect, we shall soon see Trade and Manufac- 
tures, and all the lists of Peace cultivated to a higher Pitch 
than ever. We have large and fruitful Territories in every 
Quarter of the Glohe ; there can be no Bounds set to the 
Increase of North America, which the more it prospers, and 
the more it cultivates every possible or practicable Species of 
Manufactures worthy itself, — the more in my Opinion will 
it add to the Strength, Stability, Wealth, and Splendor of 
the British Empire ; for if Riches increase in any part of it, 
they will, like Water poured into the Sea, naturally spread 
over the whole Surface. 

I hope you and yours are as well as me and mine are, 
who all join in affectionate Remembrance of you. I am 



Dear Davie 

Very faithfully and affectionately Yours 

Will: Strahan 
London Dec' 2. 1772. 



London March 3. 1773. 
Dear Sir 

With the utmost Grief and Concern I heard of my old 
and worthy Friend's Death a few Days before yours of the 
5 th January reached me. I was, for some time, fearful 
somewhat extraordinary was the Matter, and by the Jan* 7 
Packett wrote M r Tho" Wharton so, as he had always been 
extremely punctual in his Correspondence. I will restrain 
myself, and not more than is necessary recall to your Re- 
membrance the irreparable Loss you have sustained by the 
Death of one of the best of Parents and of Men. But I 
must, once for all, give my Testimony to his great and sin- 
gular Worth. In his Youth, he had none of the Levity so 
common to that Stage of Life; yet he was abundantly 
chearful, easy, and social. His Industry was constant and 
unwearied; and his Oeconomy, even when his Means of 
Subsistence were extremely slender, was such as enabled 
him always to indulge his ardent Desire to do every body 
strict Justice. His Behaviour to his Parents, too, who were 
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in his early Days both in Years and Fortune very much 
upon the Decline, was remarkably dutiful and affectionate, 
snaring with them the small Pittance he was allowed for 
Board wages during his Apprenticeship. In short, in my 
whole Life, and among my whole Friends and Acquaint- 
ance, which are not few, I never knew a Character more 
uniformly upright, steady, and persevering in a Rectitude 
of Conduct, which nothing could ever prevail on him to 
deviate from. This is a just Picture of him before he left 
Britain, which is farther verified and confirmed by his sub- 
sequent Behaviour through Life. As for my own part, I 
have not only lost a Friend for whom, merely on the Score 
of Antient Friendship, and a Similarity of Tempers, and 
Dispositions I valued in the highest Degree ; but a Corre- 
spondent punctual, faithful, and just, my sense of which 
you may read in the Course of our long and extensive Deal- 
ings together. 

As for you, my young Friend, and his Representative, I 
am much pleased to see, by the very decent and proper 
Manner in which you communicate this very distressful 
Event, that you do not need to be told what your Duty is, 
or what is expected from you on this Occasion by those 
whom Providence has now committed to your Care. Happy 
for you, and the rest of the Family, that your Father was 
given to you till you had attained the Years of Manhood ; 
nor can I point out to you a more sure and just Rule of 
Conduct, whenever you find yourself at a Loss how to act 
on any difficult Occasion, than to consider with yourself how 
he acted in such Cases, and as nearly as possible to tread in 
his Steps. You cannot, I will venture to say, tho' you must 
have many excellent Examples before you, follow a better 
Pattern. I will therefore only add a few Words more in 
regard to the feeble and now disconsolate Parent you have 
left. Her infirm Constitution must be still farther weakened 
by this awful and irreparable Blow. Your whole Behaviour 
to her will, I doubt not, be so exceedingly affectionate, duti- 
ful, and attentive, as to make her Loss sit as easy upon her 
as it is possible. You must now consider yourself as her 
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and your Brother's Protector ; and upon you it now princi- 
pally depends, whether the Remainder of her Days, when 
Time and her Christian Fortitude and Resignation hath en- 
abled her to acquiesce in the Divine "Will, shall be filled with 
any Measure of Comfort or not. Let nothing, not even 
Business itself, divert you even for an Hour from pouring 
into her wounded and almost broken Heart every Consola- 
tion in your Power to administer. Assure her also that 
could it serve, in any Measure, to soothe or alleviate her 
present Distress, she has the friendly Sympathy of me and 
my Family, and in particular of my poor Wife, whose Regard 
to her deceased Friend was such, as made him distinguish 
her with the Appellation of Mother. 

The Books you order are getting forward, and shall 
speedily be sent you ; in two or three Weeks at farthest. 
How our Account stands you will see by our late Letters. 
I shall send you a State of it as it stands in my Books in 
my next. May every Prosperity attend you. Many Ad- 
vantages you will derive from your Father's Industry and 
friendly and irreproachable Conduct ; which I promise my- 
self the Comfort of hearing, from time to time, you make 
the proper Use of. I am with the sincerest Regard your 
Mother's, your Brother's, and 
Dear Sir 

Your affectionate Friend and Servant 

"Will: Strahan. 

London July 5. 1775. 
Dear Sir 

My last to you was dated Febry 6* since which I have by 
several Opportunities sent you the usual Number of Maga- 
zines, and many of the new Pamphlets regarding America, 
all of which I hope you have received. 

I have your Favour of May 6 th announcing the Arrival of 
D r Franklin. I hope he will be eminently useful in bringing 
to a speedy and happy Issue our present Quarrel, of which 
at present I can see no End. I am particularly sorry that 
Blood has begun to be shed, tho' the Skirmish was but a 
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trifling one on either Side. For my own part, if the Colo- 
nies mean to continue a Part of the British Empire, I think 
the Matter now in Dispute might be easily adjusted ; but if 
they intend to cast off all subordination to the British Legis- 
lature (as appears now to be their Plan) I dare say this 
Country will oppose them to the last Extremity ; nor do I 
think any Ministry will dare to do otherwise. It is a pity 
you are so much misled by the Voice of Faction here, which 
is by no means that of the Nation at large ; and were the 
present Ministry dismissed tomorrow, their successors (even 
Lord Chatham himself) must adopt the same Plan of Pro- 
ceedings, with perhaps a small Variation, to make their late 
Opposition somewhat specious. To be sure it behoves every 
Freeman to learn the Use of Arms to be able to defend his 
Property ; but on the present Occasion, I hope you will have 
little need of employing them against us, as the Operations 
of the "War (if War it must be) will probably be much con- 
fined to the Sea. In any Shape, every Step leads to our 
mutual Destruction. 

I am, with best Compliments to your Mother and Brother 
Dear Sir 

Your affectionate humble Serv' 

Will Stbahan. 



